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in tender embrace. He looks away to the walls, where the
same sight meets his view; he turns his eyes upward to pray
for help, and the lovers look down on him from the ceiling.
Thus seeing the beauty of Zelikha everywhere, he begins
to incline towards her, and she, perceiving this, presses her
advantage. He summons up his faltering resolution, and tells
her that he dares not accede to her desire, adding, when
she enquires the reason, that he fears the anger of the Grandee
and the wrath of God. She replies that she will poison the
Grandee, while as for the wrath of Godx Joseph has often said
that his God is a forgiving God, and to appease Him she
will give for His service a treasury of jewels. Joseph answers
that he cannot consent to the murder of his kind master,
and that God, who is Lord of all things, is not to be bribed.
Driven to desperation, Zelikha then draws a dagger, and is
on the point of slaying herself before him, when he seizes
her hand and bids her stop, for she will surely attain her
goal. When she hears this, she casts away the dagger, and
throws her arms about Joseph. He is on the very point of
yielding when he notices a golden curtain drawn in front of
some object in a corner of the room. He asks what is behind;
she answers that it is her god, before whom she has hung
up a curtain that he may not see what she is about to do.
This recalls Joseph to himself: shall he, the Prophet of the
Omnipresent God, from whose sight nothing is hid, do this
deed which a heathen woman shrinks from doing in the
presence of her idol ? He springs from the couch and rushes to
the door, which flies open before him, as do all the others.
Zelikha pursues him, and as he is escaping through the
seventh door she catches his flying garment which tears in
two, the hinder portion remaining in her hands while Joseph
himself escapes.

As he is fleeing from the pavilion, the lad meets Potiphar